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This edition of Focus on Farmland features:

Miles and Kidwell Farms Preserved in Solano County
Gill and Turri Ranches Preserved in Monterey County
Cypress Lane Ranch Preserved in Marin County
Laying the groundwork through CFCP Planning Grants
CFCP / DOC News Updates

Other News and Upcoming Events

Growing the Dixon-Davis 1
Greenbelt: Miles and Kidwell

Farms Preserved in Solano

County

The Solano Land Trust recently
completed a $4.4 million purchase of
the 488-acre Miles/Kidwell
agricultural conservation easement.
The purchase caps a long-standing
effort to preserve the farmland within
the Dixon-Davis greenbelt.
Partnering in the effort were the
California Department of
Conservation (DOC), the federal
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program, the cities of Dixon and
Davis, and the Solano Land Trust,
which will hold the easement. DOC6 s
CFCP contributed $572,500 toward

the ACE purchase. The Miles and Kidwell Farms contain excellent soils that make the arela i
o ) _ for growing a variety of crops, including winter wheat (aboviehoto
This is the third farmland easement in courtesy of Solano Land Trust.

the greenbelt to be purchased as part of

the conservation plan between the cities

of Dixon and Dawvis, in coordination with the Solano Land Trust. Previously acquired were the 196-
acre McConeghy North/Ebey Laughton easement and the 254-acre McConeghy South easement.
With the Miles/Kidwell easement purchase, the Dixon-Davis greenbelt now includes 938 acres of
protected farmland.




The greenbelt is located in Solano
County between the cities of Dixon
and Dauvis along the Interstate 80
corridor. The two cities have been
working for several years to
preserve land between their
borders. This land is classified as
Prime Farmlandby DOCOG s
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program (FMMP), making it ideal
for growing various row crops,
including alfalfa, ryegrass, wheat,
tomatoes, corn, and sunflowers.
The Kidwell family historically
owned and farmed both the Miles
and Kidwell farms. In conjunction
with this easement, the current
owner of the Kidwell farm
repurchased the Miles Farm so it
could become part of a single
easement-protected farm. 5% i -y —
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The488-acre agricultural conservation easement on thikes and Kidwell

ANe congratulate both the Solano Land Farmsis located directly north of 480.

Trust and the landowners on the

compl et i on o Departmensof Gomseryaton Director Bridgett Luther said in a press release,
fand we encourage other Solano County landowners to consider the agricultural conservation easement
option for their properties.o

As of 2007, Solano ranked No. 28 among California counties in total agricultural production at about

$268 million. Despite the efforts of | ocal gover nm
agricultural heritage, nearly 2,750 acres of farmland and grazing land were reclassified to non-agricultural

use from 2006 to 2008, accordingtoDOC6 s F MMP

The Solano Land Trust has protected over 19,000 acres of land in Solano County since 1986, including
nearly 7,000 acres of farms and ranches. See the Solano Land Trust website for more information:
www.solanolandtrust.org.
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http://www.solanolandtrust.org/

Gill and Turri Ranches are
Preserved in
Monterey County

Two productive farms north of King
City have been permanently
preserved for agriculture by the
Monterey-based Ag Land Trust and
California Department of
Conservation (DOC). The two
ranches i Gill Ranch and Turri
Ranch -- grow all the typical crops
of the area, including lettuce,
spinach and carrots. The Gill
Ranch is 159 acres; Turri Ranch is
166 acres.

The Turri and Gill ranches 1

adjacent but separately owned 1

were advanced as a single

conservation effort by the Ag Land

Trust. Separate conservation

easements were customized and
recordedfor each propert
CFCP contributed $1,057,000 to

ensure the properties will never be
developed.

Working with the Ag Land Trust, the
CFCP has funded 34 agricultural
conservation easements comprising
6,739 acres of farmland in Monterey
County since 1998. Nearly all of the
preserved land is classified as Prime
Farmland.

The Turri and Gill ranche$ adjacent but separately ownedgrow all the
typical crops of the area, including lettuce, spinach and carrots

Historically, King City has grown both to the north and south on Prime Farmland. The group of agricultural
easements that has been created in the area is designed to encourage future growth toward the east,
toward lower-quality farmland.

Formally known as the Monterey County Agricultural and Historical Land Conservancy, the Ag Land Trust
was founded in 1984. This nonprofit organization focuses on preserving farmland and benefitting the
farmers who make their living from that land. The Ag Land Trust has exceeded the milestone of 20,000
acres in recorded conservation easements. The organization estimates the value of the crops from these
protected properties exceeds $200 million per year. For more information, please visit
www.aglandconservancy.org.
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http://www.aglandconservancy.org/

